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16 Discuss what these situational variables tell 

us about why people obey.

Discuss the legitimacy of authority and 

agentic state explanations of obedience. 

Refer to Freddie’s behaviour in your answer.

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about why people conform.

8 Discuss legitimacy of authority as an 

explanation for obedience

Discuss ethical issues in social influence 

research

Discuss the authoritarian personality as an 

explanation for obedience

16 Discuss the WMM. Refer to Rory's behaviour in 

your answer.

Discuss retrieval failure and interference as 

explanations for forgetting. Refer to Natasha’s 

drama performance in your answer.

Discuss the multi-store model of memory. 

Refer to the information above in your 

answer.

Outline and evaluate research (theories 

and/or studies) into the effects of misleading 

information on eyewitness testimony.

8 Outline and evaluate research into duration 

in memory

16 Discuss what these studies might tell us 

about human behaviour.

Discuss research into caregiver-infant 

interactions in humans

Discuss research into the influence of early 

attachment on childhood and/or adult 

relationships.

Discuss the learning theory of attachment and 

Bowlby’s monotropic theory of attachment. 

Refer to the conversation above in your 

answer

8

Discuss the influence of early attachment on 

childhood relationships. Refer to the likely 

results of the study in Question 13 in your 

answer

Discuss findings of research into cultural 

variations in attachment

16
Discuss statistical infrequency and deviation 

from social norms as definitions of 

abnormality.

Discuss the two-process model of phobias. 

Refer to Max’s phobia of the sea in your 

answer.

Discuss the cognitive approach to treating 

depression

Outline and evaluate failure to function 

adequately and deviation from ideal mental 

health as definitions of abnormality. Refer to 

the experiences of Rob in your answer

8 Disucss the genetic explanation for OCD.

Outline and evaluate one or more neural 

explanations of obsessive-compulsive 

disorder.

16

Describe and evaluate operant conditioning 

as a way of explaining people’s behaviour. 

Refer to Alison’s approach to reducing plastic 

waste in your answer.

Outline the behaviourist approach. Compare 

the behaviourist approach with the biological 

approach.

Outline and evaluate the humanistic 

approach. Refer to Tatiana’s behaviour in your 

answer.

8 Discuss self-actualisation and/or conditions 

of worth in explaining human behaviour

Compare the humanistic approach with the 

psychodynamic approach.

Outline and evaluate Wundt’s role in the 

emergence of psychology as a science.

16 Discuss localisation of function in the brain. Discuss ways of studying the brain

Discuss research into localisation of function 

in the brain and/or hemispheric 

lateralisation. Refer to Kieran and Sam’s 

discussion in your answer.

8 Outline and evaluate split-brain research.

Using your knowledge of research into 

exogenous zeitgebers, discuss what Julia 

could do to encourage her baby to sleep more 

at night.

Outline and evaluate one or more ways of 

studying the brain.

16
Discuss reductionism in psychological 

research. Refer to the statement above in 

your answer.

Discuss the nature-nurture debate in 

psychology.

Discuss two or more types of determinism. 

Refer to the case of Dancho as part of your 

discussion.

8

Outline what social sensitivity means in the 

context of psychology. Explain how 

researchers in psychology could deal with 

issues related to social sensitivity

Discuss gender bias in psychological research. 

Refer to one topic you have studied in your 

answer

Discuss one or more ethical implications of 

research in psychology. Refer to at least one 

topic you have studied in psychology in your 

answer.

16 Discuss self-disclosure and the absence of 

gating in virtual relationships.

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about why people develop parasocial 

relationships.

Describe and evaluate the social exchange 

theory of romantic relationships.

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about virtual relationships in social media.

8

Discuss the filter theory of attraction. Refer to 

the likely outcome of the student’s study in 

your answer. AND Outline Rusbult’s model of 

romantic relationships. Explain one or more 

strength(s) of Rusbult’s model.  

Outline and briefly discuss the relationship 

between sexual selection and human 

reproductive behaviour.

Discuss the attachment theory explanation 

for parasocial relationships. Refer to the likely 

findings of the study above in your answer.

16 Discuss the role of chromosomes and 

hormones in sex and gender

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about the influence of social learning on 

gender development.

Describe and evaluate Kohlberg’s explanation 

for gender development

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about atypical gender development.

8

Discuss sex-role stereotypes. Refer to the 

likely outcome of the student’s study in 

youranswer AND Outline Bem’s research into 

androgyny. Explain one or more limitation(s) 

of Bem’s

research.

Outline and briefly discuss Freud’s theory of 

the Oedipus complex as an explanation for 

gender development in boys.

Discuss Bem’s research into androgyny. Refer 

to the likely findings of the study above in your 

answer.

16
Discuss theory of mind and Selman’s levels of 

perspective-taking in the development of 

social cognition.

Discuss what psychological research has told 

us about children’s understanding of object 

permanence.

Describe and evaluate Piaget’s research in 

relation to the pre-operational stage of 

intellectual development

Discuss what Baillargeon’s research has told 

us about early infant abilities

8

Discuss Selman’s research on perspective-

taking. Refer to the likely outcome of the

student’s study in your answer AND Outline 

Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development. 

Explain one or more strength(s) of

Vygotsky’s theory. 

Outline and briefly discuss the role of the 

mirror neuron system in social cognition

Discuss Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive 

development. Refer to the likely findings of 

the study above in your answer

16

Describe and evaluate family therapy and 

cognitive behaviour therapy as treatments for 

schizophrenia. Refer to Jay and Mary in your 

answer.

Outline one or more biological explanation(s) 

for schizophrenia. Compare biological 

explanation(s) for schizophrenia with the 

family dysfunction explanation for 

schizophrenia

Discuss the use of an interactionist approach 

in explaining and treating schizophrenia

Discuss one or more biological explanations 

for schizophrenia

8 Evaluate antipsychotics as a therapy for 

schizophrenia

Outline and evaluate the use of antipsychotic 

drugs to treat schizophrenia AND Describe the 

family dysfunction explanation for 

schizophrenia and explain how Jack’s 

experiences can be linked to the family 

dysfunction explanation.

16
Describe and evaluate two explanations for 

food preferences. Refer to Arya and Neela in 

your answer.

Outline one or more biological explanation(s) 

for anorexia nervosa. Compare biological 

explanation(s) for anorexia nervosa with the 

family systems explanation for anorexia 

nervosa.

Describe and evaluate genetic and neural 

explanations for obesity.

Discuss one or more biological explanations 

for anorexia nervosa

8 Evaluate one or more psychological 

explanations for obesity.

Describe the family systems theory 

explanation for anorexia nervosa and explain 

how Mia’s experiences can be linked to family 

systems theory AND Outline and evaluate the 

evolutionary explanation for food 

preferences.

16
Discuss gender differences and the role of 

social support in coping with stress. Refer to 

Oscar and Beth in your answer.

Outline one or more self-report measure(s) of 

stress. Compare self-report measure(s) of 

stress with physiological measures of stress.

Discuss the role of personality type and 

hardiness in stress
Discuss the role of stress in illness.

8 Evaluate drug therapy as a way of managing 

stress

Describe stress inoculation therapy as a way 

of managing stress and explain how Wally’s 

stress could be managed using stress 

inoculation AND Outline and evaluate one or 

more self-report scales that have been used 

by psychologists to measure stress.

16 Discuss the influence of genetic factors in 

aggression

Describe and evaluate one or more of the 

following biological explanations for human 

aggression: neural, hormonal, genetic.

Discuss one or more social psychological 

explanations for aggression. Refer to some of 

the comments in Table 5 in your answer.

Describe and evaluate evolutionary 

explanations for human aggression.

8 Discuss the frustration-aggression hypothesis 

as an explanation for human aggression

Describe what is meant by a fixed action 

pattern. Refer to the study above in your 

answer. AND Outline and evaluate the 

dispositional explanation for institutional 

aggression in prisons.

16 Discuss psychodynamic explanations of 

offending.

Describe and evaluate one or more of the 

following biological explanations for 

offending: atavistic form, genetics, neural.

Discuss one or more ways of dealing with 

offending behaviour. Refer to some of the 

suggestions in Table 6 in your answer.

Describe and evaluate cognitive explanations 

for offending.

8 Discuss neural explanations for offending 

behaviour.

Describe differential association theory in the 

context of offending. Refer to the study above 

in your answer AND Outline and evaluate 

official statistics and/or victim surveys as 

ways of measuring crime

16 Discuss risk factors in the development of 

addiction.

Describe and evaluate one or more of the 

following explanations for nicotine addiction: 

brain neurochemistry, learning theory

Discuss one or more ways of reducing 

addiction. Refer to some of the suggestions in 

Table 7 in your answer

Describe and evaluate cognitive theory as an 

explanation for gambling addiction.

8 Discuss cognitive bias as a way of explaining 

gambling addiction.

Describe learning theory as applied to 

gambling. Refer to the study above in your 

answer AND Outline and evaluate personality 

as a risk factor in the development of 

addiction
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